A LETTER from CHICAGO-AREA ORGANIZATIONS AND UNIONS
OPPOSING the U.S.-COLOMBIA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
January 28, 2008

Dear Senators Durbin and Obama:

In light of upcoming Congressional consideratiorthaf pending Free Trade Agreement with
Colombia, we write to you today as Chicago-aredenanions and human rights, ecojustice,
faith, and community organizations concerned abartificant flaws in the current trade model
as a whole, and in particular in the U.S.-Colontbi&.

The Colombia agreement stands out from all otlaeletiagreements negotiated by the United
States due to the unparalleled levels of violexgerenced by Colombian workers. Colombia
continues to be the most dangerous country in tiiédviior trade unionists. In 2006 alone, 72
trade unionists were assassinated in Colombiapfal®6 killed globally. That same year 244
Colombian union members suffered death threatsddition to forced displacement, violent
intimidation, arbitrary detention, kidnapping, hesment, and torture. These forms of violence
victimize not only workers but also families andiencommunities.

The agreement also poses major threats to thesraghihdigenous and Afro-Colombian groups,
particularly around issues of land control. In @negion for FTA implementation, the
Colombian government has passed new laws thattiénmréiae collective land holdings of these
groups. In order to make Colombia more attractove 1S. investors, indigenous and Afro-
Colombian communities that have collective titlagheir lands will now own only the first three
meters of the trees on their land, with the resderavailable to loggers.

Further, as the Colombian countryside is beingrtakeer by companies cultivating African oil
palm for export, thousands of acres of forest aiegpdestroyed. Increased investment by U.S.
companies in natural resource exploitation willyogkacerbate this problem. The FTA limits
itself to demanding that Colombia’s government ctymypth its own very lax environmental
laws, which have been aggressively weakened imtgears. Global climate change will
proceed apace.

The Free Trade Agreement process overrides the a@atioprocesses of both countries. With
corporations permitted to sue for damages whendaggns and laws diminish their profits,
either nation might be required to ignore its owreseign laws and even provisions of its
constitution. Only those who have the money andgsamnd up benefiting under this current
model of trade: international corporations and gorent elites.

Perhaps the most alarming aspect of this parti@gegement is the ongoing collusion between
the Uribe administration and the paramilitary appas in Colombia. As has been demonstrated
by the arrests of Colombian Members of Congressgardrnment leaders in recent months,
collaboration between paramilitary groups, the @ddan military, and the political
establishment has been extensive, reaching dedplyresident Uribe’s political circle.
Ratifying a trade agreement with Colombia woulddsarclear signal that the United States is
willing to support a terrorist state if there isguatial for economic benefit.



The expanded labor and environmental provisionswiese added to the trade template do not
compensate for the flawed economic model it is thag®n. A new vision for trade will have to
be grounded in democratic and inclusive processé@aenuine respect for human rights and

the environment.

We therefore call on you to take a public, vocaipon against the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade
Agreement and the other pending agreements (SauialKPanama) based on the current trade
model. We hope you will find the courage and gjatat stand with us in calling for real change.
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