Murder and Impunity of Colombian Trade Unionists

Prepared by USLEAP, December 2010

|. Colombia Remainsthe M ost Danger ous Country to be a Trade Unionist

47 union members were killed in Colombia in 2009.
51 unionists were assassinated in 2010.

409 unionists received death threats, 129 were foraidplaced, 54 were harassed, 34
were arbitrarily detained, 7 were tortured, ands&ydpeared in 2009.

18 unionists survived attempts on their lives in 2089 jncrease of 125% from 2008.
2700+ union members have been murdered since 1986.

1 every 3.2 days: the rate Colombian unionists were killed on averager the last 24 years.

II. Murdersof Trade Unionistsin Colombia Compared Globally

Morethan half of unionists murdered worldwide between 2005 and 2009 were Colombian:

Year Colombia Worldwidé Colombia’s Share
2009 47 101 47%

2008 52 76 64%

2007 39 91 43%

2006 76 144 53%

2005 12 115 63%

Total 284 527 54%

Percentage of Colombian Trade Unionists Killed
Compared to World (2005-2009)

O Colombia

B Other 190+ Countries
Combined

! Escuela Nacional Sindical (ENS), “Report on Vimas of Human and Labor Rights and Impunity, 20092, 2002-2010.”
Notebook of Human Rights, No. 22, Oct 2010. Theamigj of the violence, 57.8%, is directed at edigrabased unions.

2 worldwide figures are taken from the Internatiofiedde Union Confederation’s (ITUC) annual reportstrade union
violence:http://survey.ituc-csi.org/+-Colombia-+.htn@olombia figures are taken from the Escuela Nadi&indical (ENS):
http://www.ens.org.co/index.shtm|




[11. Impunity Persists

* While more resources, including U.S. aid, are beiegoted to address impunity, results have
been limitedthe impunity rate for totally unresolved cases riemat 96%

» New murders are outstripping convictions for oldrdars, so the Colombian government is not
making any progress reducing the backlog of pendasgs. In 2008, the net progress was
zero. In 2009, the backlog actually increased, wétv convictions for the murder of 41 trade
unionists more than offset by the 48 assassinationsnitted in 2009.

e The majority of cases rarely convict both partiesponsible for a murder, the intellectual and the
material authors, leaving most cases open and almegs Onlythree cases in 2009 achieved the
conviction of both material and intellectual author

* While the Colombian government has set up a speethlnvestigative and prosecutorial subunit
dedicated to cases of violence against trade wtgmearly 55% of the homicide cases of
unionists are not addressed by the subunit, and than 35% of the cases that the subunit claims
to be investigating are not even trade unionisesas

V. Continued Participation from State Forcesin Anti-Union Violence

* In 2006, the Department of Administrative Secu(idAS), Colombia’s intelligence agency
supervised by the Executive Branch, was exposegrfviding paramilitaries a hit list of 23
trade unionists and others. The majority of the\viiddials on the list have since been killed or
displaced

* In February 2009, the DAS was found to be carrginillegal surveillance and intelligence
gathering against members of unions, human rigtgfarizations, the Supreme Court and other
civil society institutions. Surveillance includegne and email interception, photographic and
video footage, and observations of family membétsamle unionists and human rights
organizations that work on issues of violence agjainionists.

» Following the announcement of the DAS scandal, elorary 21, 2009 the Office of the
Attorney General opened an investigation. WherlXA& was tipped off, a security camera
revealed agents removing boxes right before admitheir office®

Testimonies of demobilized paramilitaries undergbeernment’s Justice and Peace process
have confirmed paramilitary connections to Colombigembers of congress, military officials
and police officers.

For moreinformation, please contact the US Labor Education in the Americas Project (USLEAP)
www.usleap.org . (773) 262-6502 . info@usleap.org

3 ENS ibid. This already high rate of impunity isigeous and misleading, implying that 4% of case® I@en resolved when in
fact most of the 4% are preliminary convictionst i@ subject to appeal and reversal and rarelydecall key actors in a
particular crime, e.g. both the material and thelliectual authors.

4 AFL-CIO submission to the U.S. Trade Represergativthe Colombia FTA, September 15, 2009. A sfizetSubunit of
Investigation set up specifically to focus on casfegolence against trade unionists is in charfgerosecuting only 1,546
homicide cases of union members since 1986, wkiohnly half of all documented cases.

5 Colectivo de Abogados José Alvear Restréyim://www.colectivodeabogados.org/FISCALIA-GENERAIE-LA-NACION.
The list is better known as the ‘Noguera List,’ rahafter the director of the DAS at that time.

& Latin American Working Group, Washington Office lostin America, the U.S. Office on Colombia and @enter for
International Policy: Far Worse than WatergateeJ2®10:
http://www.wola.org/index.php?option=com_contentsiaviewp&id=1121&Itemid=33

”In 2005, Colombia passed the Justice and PeacgHaivprovides a legal framework for the demobiliza of paramilitary
groups and individuals. The law offers reducedesgring, with a maximum of 8 years, and other bénefiexchange for a full
confession of crimes.




